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Will Become a Bu
ally Enlarged

from Galicia and Put Under
a1 German Protectorate.

i the Teutonic Powers Win, Poland

ffer State, Materi-
by Accessions

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of “The Great War.”

or since the

monts , U
cante to a halt,

re have been frequent

enernl peace, based o

e testoration ol the conditions that
;m'.ed in Western Europe prior to Au-
1914. Germany, it would seem, is

g her western conguests,
| the proposals

Wmi to res
nosals or all

yat all her 10T

contained

pade with her approval have

{he assertion that Poland must be sepa-
rated from Russin and erected into a sepa-
nte ate under German protection and
raled by & German prince. >

The very 1ast of these German sugges-
totis, first put forth from German sources
in Washington, that the new

Russian

Poland would
portion of
the Austrian

the g&nclent

ow and possibly Przem)
he Eust W

r wi e the

Bl

state, not

i

[ {he vast re-

lom, but those

tione, those

signed to Prus-

and in 1815 were div ided
v and Russia,
e Province

exception

f Posen,
e, thiz would restore to
00 000 oat of the 20,000,
aiturally be included in &
Polish state were the ethnological condi

tions to be recognize It would restore to
Poland all of | awful possessions save
wiy those taken by Prussia,  So far there
ws boen no surrestion that Prussia should
0 make restitution, and 1t must b
mognized st the outset that the Prussisn
problem is red the se ohstacle to &
munited P

To take 1 cal aspect of the
megtion first, & glunce st a map showing

e races of Eatern Europe will reveal

the fact that the of that great west

o earve of Rus<sia which in military
mports of lust year was described as the
Polish galient nhabited by Poles, The

ates of this district iz slightly less than
that of the State of New York and the pop-
dation around 12,000,000, Eastward tow-
id Breet-Lito
e Poles gverf!
Wb, roughly epesking, the Russian Poles
old Polish terri-

., Bialystok and Grodno
w into Russgian districts,
¢ oncentrated in the
Wy west of the Bug and the Niemen,
which i3 marked on the maps as Russian
Poland,

In Austrian Galicia the same thing is
Usclwed. A1l of Western Galicla from

e Carpathians to the Ruesian frontier
® from the Prussign and Bohemian
adaries to the San inhabited by

M. who overflow westward toward
lr"l""g- Roughly speaking, this Polish
Pplation predominated in some 15,000
e miles of Galicia. FEast of the San
“‘mjurll}‘ of the people belong to the
wk;u Russian branch of the Slay family
Bare not merely distinct from the Poles
M ueparsted from them by religlous faith
4 actual political hosti

Prussian Poland.

% far it would be a simple matter to
:_“W-lﬁt'ute a Polish state. To join Rus-
“aa ang Austrian Polish territories would
f‘hm@ a fairly square block of terri-
oy, hﬁnﬂ' an area of some 50,000 square

les ang count the

e 17,000,000 ].l-rw;.i. 3

'Y large mijority of

Sk . whom are Poles.
Wision would not raise any serious
:‘ﬂ"“ by wssigning to the new state peo-

o other rices. \side 1rom the Jews,

9on-Polish ¢ nent in this state, main-

4 thery

s Would not be very considerable,
Wauld be no consequent trouble.

-added, then East Prussia would beecome a

ficut on

aximum ex-|

But turning now to the Polish districts
in Eastern Prussin the situation is very
different.

the Poles overflow into the Prussian prov-

Westward from Russian Poland

inces of Silesia, Posen and East and West
North from Russian Poland &
very clearly marked tongue of territory
inhabited by Poles stretches up to the
Baltic and thrusts a wedge lLetween the

Prusgia.

wholly German populations in the north-|
ern portion of East Prussia and in the|
rest of Germany west of this Polish pro-|
jection. |
To restore to the Poles the districta in
Silesia and Posen and in the southern half
of East Prussia, in that Masurian Lake
region which was familiar in the Hinden-
burg stories of the earlier months of the
war, would not only destroy the soli
darity of the Prussian Kingdom, but if
the Polish districte in West Prussia were

mere island of German-speaking people,
f from the Germanic mainland by
Polish West  Prussia

stretehing north along the Vistula to Dan-

{the regions in

SIE.

Again, if the Polish districta in Posen
were assigned to the new Polish Kingdom,
of Polish territory

would project far westward into Germany

then another arm

&
and approach within less than 150 miles

lof Berlin. Finally, the Silesian districts,
f\'hirh are populated by the Poles, sireteh
to the Oder and include the most highly
| mineralized districts of Eastern Germany. U
| Looking backward, it will be recalled

.!lm! in the first partition of Foland, in v
1772, Frederick the Great plaved the “hon-
est hroker,” taking for himself only that
{ Netze district whieh is the political name
for the Polish peninsula stretching north
ta the Baltie, solely to unite East Prussia
with the rest of the Brandenburg estate.
At the Congress of Vienna the Prussian
monarch of that time managed to save for
hiz country from the wreck of the Polish

cxlutes

the Grand Duchy pf Posen.

The True Obstacle.

[t will e seen, then, that the main diffi-
culty in the pathway of a complete restora-
IT:.-ih of Poland is found in the unfortunate

commingling of German and Slav popu-
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undone. The Slav frontier, whether Po-
land were Russian or free, would ap-
proach Berlin and halt less than 150 miles
from the German capital,

A Free Poland.

Such a state might for some years re-
main & Russian protectorate, but it is
pretiy clear that at some time it would
| assert its own independence and it might
 then find support from Germany and from
| Austria-Hungary, because it would become
a real buffer state and a true bulwark
against the Russians, Conceivably it
might seek an alliance with the Czechs of
Bohemia, and two Slav states, independent
of Russian influence, but freed from Ger-
man tyranny, whether Hohenzollern or
Hapsburg, might cccupy Central Europ:.

But a free Bohemia, like a free Poland,
would mean the submerging of some mil-
lions of Germans in a Slav region, n
which they are maintained by the political
supremacy of their race in the countrv
as & whole. The problem of the Slaa
west of the Carpathians would alse be
raised. But it is unnecessary to extend
the discussion of the other Slav questions
here.

What it is essential to note iz that the
fate of the Poles is now hardly to be
settled by this war without a very mue
| terial change in their estate. It is whelly
inconceivable that Poland, after the war,
|wi1I be the same thing it was before; that
.Ith('. three fragments, separated by ihe
| three Partition Treaties and by the super-
}t'ening agreement in the Congress of
| Vienna, will still be separated by artificial
| frontier and by three separate allegiances,

If Germany wing, if the Germans ara
lable to have their way in the East, whiie
|consenting to a restoration of the ante-
(bellum conditions in the West, as they
 scem willing to do now, then Austrian and
! Russian Polizh populations are likely to
|be united into a state under German con-
trol. To this may be added some small
iil'.,atricte- now Pruszign which have a ma-
[jerity of their population Polish. Buti
‘there can be no actual restoration of Poe
[and under German direction, because this
{ would entail an actual destruction of Pruse
sian unity and undo the work of Fred-
erick the Greaf,

But if the Allies win and Russia has
her way in the Euast—a way that will
not be opposed by any of her allies—then
there will be u real Polish restoration

under Russiun protection, and there will

lation= in Fastern Pruseia. Austria could

and much Russian territory be-

By her aid Austria has

yesign Galician Poland and Russia could region
yvond the Bug.
won the victory she hoped for in the Bal
kans, and Serbia and Montenegro are at
her merey, and the hegemony of the Bal-
kans will be assured to the Hapsburgs,
the materially

changes.

surrender Russian Poland without in any
way affecting the unity of their remaining
territories without the smalieat
measure affecting their own military or

and n

political unity.

unless fortune of war

But if Germany should surrender all
the lands which are populated by Poles

[and possessed by Prussia, she would actu-| Germany uccordingly plans to ask Aus-
;nlly bresk Prussia into two parts and tria to cede the Polish districts of Galicia
| seriously impair the situation of Silesia!to the new Polish state; she means to take
i'm relation to the rest of Northern Prus-|the Polish districts of Russia. So far the

In a word, the partitien of Pnland|pl'0h1€‘m ja simple. But what is she going
lto do with her own Poles? No one knows,
n is at pres-

g,
lin the eighteenth century gave Austria
and Russia some outlying territory oflnnd no snswer to the questio
considerable to ent possible. But it is safe to forecast
|their unity or safety, while it actually that a victorious Germany will not con-
|| sent to restore, even to a protected Poland,
the Netze district or any eonsiderable por-

value, but mnot vital
permitted Prussia to achieve her owr
unity.
| To undo the work of the Congress of|tion of Posen or Silesia.
Vienna, which only rearranged the di-| Yet the creation of this Polish kingdom
| visions made in the three purtitions, would | will bring its own perils. The real safety
lmean to break up Prussia, and it would for Prussia has lain herstofore in the fact
i]ogical!y lead, not to the separation of | that hoth her neighbors, who ghared in the
]:Z,DUO,UDO Germans in East and West work of destroying Poland, have had the
| Prussia from the main Germanic mass, but | same reasons as she has had for laboring
't their ultimate absorption into & Slav 1y prevent the Poles from realizing their
| state, since they would lie between the gspirations. Russian, Prussign and Aus-
uss of the Poles and the Baltic. trian armies have more than once co-
Hismarck foresaw this and left behind operated to subdue Polish insurrections,
many words of warning. Bilow and '-h'-"-and the three robber states have heen
nt Kgiser have both labored to (ier-|united by gelf-interest in
| manize the mass of Poles, between three thwarting Polish patriotism.
:H!n’. four millions, along the eastern Dut once Russia and Austria have lost
RBut despite all sorts of land| their Polish provinces neither will be con-
luws and other brutal and tyrannous cerned to help Germany retain hers. Rus-
[ methods, the effort of the Prussian stale sia most certainly will henceforth be pre-
| to digpose of the Polish problem has failed, | pared to take advantage of any Polish

i

| prese a common

marches.

and the
in Eastern Germany.

It now that if Germany wins else to complete the work of Polish libera-
Jhe means to deal with the problem as|tion by freeing the Prussian Poles and

a whole. She has conquered all of Rus-;munding out the Polish kingdom by add-

sian Poland, and her armies cccupy thig/ing to it the

s clea

Poles have steadily gained H"""ind|dp.~=ul‘rect;on to intervene, either to replace
Germany as the protector of Poland uri

2,000,000 of Germans in the|

Fast, who are an island in the sea of
Polish Slavs and a barrier between Poland
and her natural expansion to the =ea,
Even if Russig is for a long time un-
able to take up the fight there will be a
Polish problem. A state of 17,000,000
people, occupying a well defined and homo
geneous country, will inevitably tend to
seek absolute freedom. They will also
look over the German frontiers to the
millions of Poles still separated from the
mass of their fellow countrymen and find
in their wrongs new ground for hatved of
the Prussians,
the Slavs to push west and drive the Ger
mans Lefore them, a thoroughly peaceful
form of invasion, will be redoubled when
Poland has all
tectorate and only imaginary frontiers di-

become a German pro-

vide them from the Silesian and I'osen
districts.
It is clear, then, that the freeing of

Poland will at once bring grave dangers
to Germany;: it may easily be the first
step in the series which will thrust back
the German in the East and raise a new
Slav state in the valleys of the Oder, the
Vistula and the Bug and along the Baltic
from Pomerania to the Niemen.

A Buffer State.

But what is the alternative?
ern frontier of Germany has always been
an open frontier. The real menace to
tie German race in the future has always
heen recognized by German stiatesmen to
lie in the East. Russia, whose popula-
tion is expanding by millions every dec-
ade. and is already nearly three times
that of Germany, will in the next half

The east-

century outstrip Germany by leaps and
bounds, %o far as numbers are concerned.
Some time there must come that great
Russian awakening signg of which huve
already been descried by many since this
war began.

Already Russia has proclaimed that her
mission is to free the Slavs of Europe,

Further, the tendency of |

Southern Slavs of the Adriatic, the East-
ern Slavs of Bohemin and the Carpathian
regions of Hungury, Pan-Slavism is on the
march and, despite all the talk about Brit-
ish rivalry and French desive for revenge,
every German knows that the real issue
of the war lies between the Slav and the
Teuton. The world is at war beeause Rus-
sia insisted upon her right to uphold the
Serbian Slav against the Aunstrian Ger-

rian and the Hungarian Magyar.

If Germany can now detach the Poles
from the Slavonic block, if Austria ean
add the Serb to her other Southern Slavs
and bind them to the Hapsburg throne, as
the Poles are to be bound to the Hohen-
¢ollern car and the Bulgarians arve already
pnited to the Central Powers, then Pan-
Slavism will cease to be a potent force and
Be-
tween the Germans and the mag mass of
the Slavs will lie the Polish state, bound
to the German Empire by bonds of eco-
nomic and political character. On her
apen frontier Germuny will have a buffer

¢ permanent menace to the Teutons.

state, whose armies will be at her service.

Such is the German coneeption; it has
its strong points; it has its obvious perils.
German efforts in Alsace.-Lorraine have
pot demonstrated thst the German pos-
spsses any great genius for deuling with
subject races; the Poles of Posen have
rever borne willing testimony on tenalf
of their Prussian masters. In raising up
a semi-independent Poland Germany may
raise up & ward whose own ambitions a
years hence will imperil German
But this risk the Germans seem
They see the Russian

fow
unity.
prepared to take.
menace in the near future and they are
content to believe that they will be able
to transform Poland useful and
obedient servant.

into a

If Russia Wins.

Let us now consider the othe:
bility. If Russia wins, then we are bound

posai-

ure at least, seek to redeem the promises
made to the Poles at the outset of the war,

'be added to Russian Poland the Galician
districts west of the San and the Prussian
He will unquesffonably take from the Aus- provinees of Posen, Enst and West Prus-
trians not merely Polish Galicia, but allj oo 20g 4 portion of the Province of
Galicia, which he hus once held in his!

Silesia
| .
hands and only lost after many month.‘-lr_h:}_ more than half Slavs, will be taken
of occupation, It 1s reasonable to expect

from Prussia and added to the new Po-
that the Polish districts west of the San land, which will remain a Russian pro-
will be added to the present Russian Po-| . iovute for the first few years at least,
So far Russia will follow the Ger- But either way the Poles stand to make
some progress toward a national reinte-
But what of the Poles in Posen, in grtation. A Russian vietory would, from
East and West Prussia, in Silesia? There | their point of view, conceivably give them
mistaking the answer, [If|the greatest profit. But it should be recog-
2,000,000 Poles are now held under Pru.—a‘lniﬂ-ﬁtl that it is the Austrians who have
sign tyranny, and it is tyranny quite as!treated the Poles with the greatest con-
cevere as the Russian, then ii there anyguidemtitnt. Under the Prussians and *he
reason why, given a Slav vietory, the hap-| Russians. the Polish sufferings have been
piness of 2,000,000 Germans chould not-:ahuul the same, but the Hapsburgs have
be subordinated to the unity of the whole|no more loyal subjects than the Poles of
[Galicia. These Poles have no desire to
It the Central exchange :?uxltriau fur German or Rus.
beaten, if the Allies impose gheir will uponlsu'“ rule. _[ma makes onge mnre.cump!icu-
the German and Austrian nations, then i b ,“ut W they a‘,‘e added, either to &
i+ n safe guess that East and West Prus- Prussian or a Prussian .l'o!l.nd, they are
sia. Posen and considerable districts in bound to become the. dominating force and
Silesia will be added to the present Ras: t,..]'l:e the real architeets of a new Polish
. aed s Doland + e edifice,
iy Foigiem. ol Fvisnd, 30 ek sese Terrible us have been the Polish suffer-

will be also wdded the Austrian province! :

¢ W . e e . lings =0 fur fn the war, it is now incon-
ol West Galicia. This would make a state] ° Wl houl N it by th
of nearly 100,000 square miles and ha‘.mg!w"i“w that they should not p . Sl

a population of close to 25,000,000, more conflict.  The only thing that they havo
than four-fifths of whom would he I'olts.!“ma“y to fear is thut the war may end
Such a state would face the Baltic from in 8 complete dl,‘w am..{ the "",ms e
the shores west of Danzig to the rnouth}shle be restored in the East. This wetld

o LA but postpone the day of settlement of the
of the Niemen, eas 3 - :
i fhen, eant of Eownlgshéts, a!:d Polizh question and leave Europe with ons

:uutn tho?' ecities would be included in its of its gravest problems still to be disposed
boundaries. 5 :
of. A German victory would be prefera-
At most seme 3,000,000 Germans wouil!ble to this, but a Russian victory, with the
be included in this Slav state, if they were| reconstruction of a Palish state including
not swept out during the Russian advance, all the districts populated by Poles and
as¢ the inhabitants of East Prussia were some of the German inhabited districts be-
driven before the Russiss invasions of |tween the Baltic and the present region of
1914 and 1915. Actually the Germans|Russian Poland, would perhaps be the solu-
would be forced back from the \'istulnitit,n most to be desired. Even this would
and the work of the Teutonic Knights inbe but a step toward the complete freeing

Some 6,500,000 people, consid -

land.
man plans,

can be no

Polish race?

Powers are completely

ths:f!_'u believe that the Czar will, in some meas- the districts of East Prussia would l‘elof Poland, but it would be a !8ng step.



